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Removing Barriers for Candidates to Run for Office 

SALEM – Yesterday, the Senate voted 28-2 to pass HB 2586, sponsored by Rep. Dan Rayfield, 

D-Corvallis, to make filing a Voters’ Pamphlet Statement easier for candidates. This change will 

result in more candidates filing Voters’ Pamphlet Statements thereby giving voters more 

information about the candidate they could eventually vote for.  

“The Voters’ Pamphlet Statement is a useful mechanism for candidates to share their values with 

voters,” Rayfield said. “It is also an invaluable resource for voters to make a well-informed 

decision about who they want to represent their values,” continued Rayfield.  

Under current law, the cost of filing a Voters’ Pamphlet Statement is $750.  Additionally, if a 

candidate spends or receives contributions of $750 or more, they are required to file a political 

action committee. Filing a political action committee creates additional barriers for candidates 

such as filing a committee, finding a treasurer, and creating a bank account. These barriers are a 

deterrent and result in less candidates filing Voters’ Pamphlet Statements.  HB 2586 exempts the 

$750 cost of a Voters’ Pamphlet Statement from the threshold to file a political action 

committee.   

“I believe that all candidates should have equal access to this vital campaign resource,” Rayfield 

said. “I don’t think that it is a platform that only well-funded candidates should have access to.”  

Under the bill, the fee paid for the Voters’ Pamphlet Statement would still count toward the 

$3,500 expenditure and contribution threshold that requires campaigns to file detailed 

expenditure and contribution reports. It only exempts the Voters’ Pamphlet Statement from the 

$750 requirement to file a political action committee with the Secretary of State. 

The bill passed both chambers and all committees with overwhelming bipartisan support.  
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